
  

 

FOUNDATION CELEBRATES SEVENTH ANNUAL EVENT  

 May 8 was the date of our Seventh An-

nual Gala Event & Fundraiser Dinner.  Even in 

these tough economic times, over 140 people 

turned out to celebrate with us and support the 

work that began with one man’s dream.  The 

Gene Roman Family Foundation was incorporated 

in 2003, with Gene’s idea to help cancer patients 

who are having financial difficulties, and that 

remains our mission to this day.   

 Our 2009 annual event raised nearly 

$20,000.  THANK YOU for continuing to believe 

in what we do.   

 We had a great evening—good food, good 

friends, great entertainment by Peter Oprisko, 

and a fabulous assortment of raffle prizes.  One 

lucky winner won two roundtrip airline tickets 

donated by Southwest; another took home half 

of the split-the-pot raffle.  A new addition this 

year was a Silent Auction hosted by a third 

party featuring sports and celebrity memorabilia 

at reasonable prices, which added to our funds 

raised.   

 Since our first dinner in 2003, we have 

helped over 100 individual people, most of whom 

had nowhere else to turn.  Many of these people 

are amazed that strangers are willing to reach 

out and help them in their time of need—and 

then it is my pleasure to be able to explain what 

wonderful supporters we have—you.   

 I believe it is extremely important for 

all of you to know how we are touching people’s 

lives. At the dinner, I read excerpts from some 

of the mail we receive from the recipients of 

our funds. I want to share some of those here 

for our supporters who could not attend the din-

ner this year:  

 ―We never thought we would be in this 
situation!  Nobody plans on being sick, but when 
you’re fighting for your life you’re not thinking 
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about the every day needs – gas, electric, etc. until 
you look up and everything comes crashing down on 
you.  Thanks to your generosity I was able to get 
something back I always took for granted – heat.  I 
was able to take a warm shower and sit in a warm 
house.  Thank you!  I hope one day to be able to 
help the Foundation as you have helped us.‖ 

―Just a note to thank you for your kindness 
and generous donation to help us with our mortgage 
payment.  We know it was a lot to ask for and we 
really appreciate your help and thoughtfulness.  
Thank you again for your assistance and kindness.‖ 
 ―The Gene Roman Family Foundation has 
been a wonderful help in my time of need.  I love 
the way they take the time to care for and listen 
to you in a sincere way.  It’s foundations like The 
Gene Roman Family Foundation that give families 
and friends like me more hope and prayer to carry 
on with more strength, and for that I just wanted 
to say thank you with love and hope!‖ 
 ―It is with deepest gratitude for your gen-
erosity to our family that I write this note of 
thanks to you. Through your own suffering in fight-
ing this horrific disease, God has used you to bless 
and encourage others – like us – who struggle with 
not only the emotional and physical disability, but 
also financial concerns.  Thank you for your com-
passion to us in this time.  We continue to trust 
God and rest in his arms of grace. ― 

―Thank God for people like you and The 
Gene Roman Family Foundation.  Without your help 
we would not have been able to get medication for 
my wife, since we both receive social security only 
and with all our bills, it only leaves a little after 
paying them each month.  Her medications cost a 
lot. But thank God for you.  Thanks!!‖ 
  “I am a four year survivor.  When I was 
diagnosed they gave me only six months to live.    

Continued on page 2 
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MORE THAN MONEY 
 While our primary purpose is to provide finan-

cial assistance to cancer patients, we have found that 

we offer more than just money.  For example, we of-

ten refer patients to Cancer Support Centers that 

offer a variety of services to cancer patients and 

their families at no charge.  We have also compiled a 

list of drug companies who will provide their products 

at no or reduced cost to qualified patients.  We have 

information on companies that provide wigs to cancer 

patients, and we often recommend or provide books to 

patients.  If you know someone who requires any of 

this information, e-mail your request to 

sandie@generoman.org.   

Continued from page 1 

You are and have been a great blessing to me and my 
family.  I pray God will continue to make your Founda-
tion stronger and bless each of you.  Thanks again for 
the help you’ve given me.‖ 

―I am excited by this opportunity to express 
what a blessing your foundation has been to me and 
my son.  When your foundation came into my life, I 
was jobless and going for chemotherapy often.  Being 
sick and broke is an ugly combination and does not 
promote a speedy recovery.  At that time my rent and 
car note were due and when I made contact with your 
foundation and explained my circumstances a check 
was mailed to me immediately.  No stack of forms to 
fill out, no red tape; just help when I needed it.  Your 
foundation is a rare jewel to cancer patients and I 
thank God and pray for you often.‖ 
 Not surprisingly, we have seen an increase in 

requests over the last year.  Now, more than ever, 

your donations will change people’s lives.  We can con-

tinue to help people because of you.  THANK YOU!   

 Our 2010 dinner will be held on Gene’s birth-

day, Friday, April 23.  Please plan to join us, and 

please bring your family and friends.  It’s always a fun 

evening and the only way we can grow is with your 

help.  Thank you...thank you...thank you. 

 THANK YOU TO OUR RAFFLE PRIZE DONORS 
 

 Thank you to the following businesses. Don’t 

forget to utilize these businesses when you need any 

of these services.  Body Tech Total Fitness, C D Liq-
uors, Carol Van Ostenburg - Calming Touch Massage,  
Capri Ristorante Italiano, Chicago White Sox, Coo-
per’s Hawk Winery & Restaurant, Delta Sonic Car 
Wash,  Rob Slovin – First Mortgage Corp., Fuller’s Car 
Wash, Golden Shoes,  Hair Today, Gone Tomorrow, 
Isabella Café, James & Sons Jewelers, Jump Zone, 
Kohl Children’s Museum,  Cindy Hill, - Lia Sophia Jew-
elry, Little Company of Mary Hospital, Lizette’s/
Robert Jeffrey Salon, Chad Fox – Morgan Stanley, 
Museum of Science & Industry, My Blissful Spa, 
Olympia Fields Country Club, Panera Bread,  Quality 
Maid,  John G. Shedd Aquarium, Southwest Airlines, 
TGI Friday’s,  Theatre at the Center, Tin Fish Res-
taurant, Tony & Tina’s Wedding, Wine Styles Frank-
fort, Women’s Workout World, Zappas Hair Salon. 
 Thank you to the following best-selling au-

thors who donated autographed books.  Next time you 

want to read a good book, try one of these authors:  

David Baldacci, Harlan Coben, Robert Crais, Dean 
Koontz, John Lescroart, Bill Moser, Ridley Pearson, 
Stuart Woods. 
 Thank you to the following individuals for 

their prize donations: Sue Copeland, Gina & Joe 
Esposito, Mike Feminis, Sandy Giordano, Angela & 
Mike Isbell, Bob Martino, Bill Moser, Michele Roman, 
Jenny & Karl Schissler, Debbie Thormann, John Vis-
cum 

THANK YOU, UNITED STATIONERS  
 A special thank you to United Stationers 

Charitable Foundation for their generous contribu-

tion, and to Angela Isbell, their employee, who applied 

for this grant.  If your company has a similar program 

and you would like assistance applying, please let us 

know.  We will be glad to help! 

APRIL GOLF OUTING 
 Thank you to Jimmy Wolframski for organiz-

ing and running the First Gene Roman Memorial Golf 

Outing on April 25 with profits donated to the foun-

dation.  This will be an annual event.  Details on the 

2010 outing will be published in this newsletter or 

available from  Jimmy at j_wolf_23@yahoo.com.  
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IN LOVING MEMORY….  
 

We have received donations: 

 In loving memory of Marianne Gray 
from Vicki & Ernie Lamm 
 In loving memory of Gene Roman & Bob 
Thormann from Doloris & Dave Wyrobek 
 In loving memory of Gene Roman from 
Susan & Jeff Philips 
 In loving memory of Michelle Chaput 
from Lisa & Rob Slovin 
  

 
 
  
 
 
 

 If you would like to make a gift to The 

Gene Roman Family Foundation in memory of 

someone, or in honor of a person or an occasion, 

such as a birthday, anniversary, graduation, 

etc., please send your contribution to: 

  

 The Gene Roman Family Foundation 

 18201 Glen Swilly Circle 

 Tinley Park, IL 60477 

 

 Be sure to indicate in whose memory/

honor you are donating, and the occasion if ap-

propriate.  Let us know to whom we should send 

a card, letting them know a gift has been made.  

We’ll take care of the rest—and we’ll put the 

gift to good use.  Thanks! 

YOUR DONATIONS 
 

 As always, your donations make it possible for 

us to continuing helping people...one life at a time.  Since 

our November newsletter, we have: 

 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with leukemia 

 Paid rent for a woman with breast cancer 

 Paid medicine copays for a young woman with 

lung cancer 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with leukemia 

 Paid utility bills for a woman with bladder can-

cer 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with recurring 

cancer 

 Paid utility bills for a woman with colon cancer 

 Helped with expenses for a young mother of 

five with leukemia 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with breast 

cancer 

 Helped with expenses for a young woman with 

breast cancer 

 Paid utility bills for a woman with lymphoma 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with breast 

cancer 

 Paid rent for a woman with breast cancer 

 Helped with gas bill and copays for a man with 

prostate cancer 

 Helped with expenses for a woman with breast 

cancer 

 Paid medicine copays for a man with prostate 

cancer 

 Paid rent for a woman with bladder cancer 

 Paid medicine copays for a man with prostate 

cancer 

 Paid rent for a woman with bile duct cancer 

 Paid for transportation to treatment for a man 

with mesothelomia 

 Helped with expenses for a young father with 

medulla blastoma 

 

 

 Our referrals continue to come from oncolo-

gists, hospital Cancer Centers, local agencies, former 

patients, and our supporters.  Thanks to you, we are 

able to continue assisting those who often have nowhere 

else to get help.   

REFERRALS WELCOME 
 Just a reminder—if you know of some-

one with cancer who is struggling financially and 

you think the Foundation might be able to help 

them, please let us know.  E-mail us at 

sandie@generoman.org, contact us by phone 

708-532-4454 or regular mail, 18201 Glen 

Swilly Circle, Tinley Park, IL 60477, Attn:  Dis-

bursement Committee.   
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 IN LOVING MEMORY 

GENE ROMAN 

April 23, 1947—May 18, 2004 
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Phone: 708-532-4454 

Fax: 708-532-5469 

Email: sandie@generoman.org 

 

     This is the tenth issue of our semi-annual publication, The Gene Roman Family Foundation 

Newsletter.  We hope you find it interesting and informative.  Our goal is to keep you up-to-date on 

what’s happening with the Foundation—what we’re doing, who we’re helping, and upcoming events.  

Your comments and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged at any time.  

     The Gene Roman Family Foundation is a charitable non-profit corporation founded by Gene 
and Sandie Roman in 2003, shortly after Gene was diagnosed with cancer.   Unfortunately, Gene 
passed away in May 2004, but we are proud to continue the work that was his dream – assisting peo-
ple who are fighting cancer and experiencing financial hardship.   
 Our goal is to raise money to directly help people without deducting the large salaries and ad-

ministrative expenses that are sometimes involved in larger organizations.  We are proud to say that 

we have been able to help many individuals who may not have had any other source of financial as-

sistance.  We are staffed entirely by volunteers.  No portion of any donation is used for salaries, nor 

was any portion ever used for any of Gene’s expenses or treatments.  Your gift to The Gene Roman 

Family Foundation, a 501(c)(3) corporation, is tax deductible and will allow us to continue with our 

goals.    

 Our logo was designed by Kevin Kapala.  The Roman column symbolizes Gene's strong char-

acter and strength in his battle with cancer and represents the support one can find from family and 

friends.   The bright sun symbolizes the hope that is within all of us.  It also reminds us that a life 

threatening illness makes one appreciate everything more; the sun shines brighter; the grass is 

greener, etc.  The rays coming off the sun symbolize the family's outreach to others.  

 We at the Gene Roman Family Foundation are extremely proud of the work that Gene began 

and that we carry on, and we are especially grateful for all of our wonderful family, friends, and sup-

porters who so generously contribute to our goals.   Thank you. 

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE DO 


