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 Our Fourth Annual Gala Event and 
Fundraiser Dinner was held on Friday, April 
21, and once again was a smashing success.  
We are thrilled to report that we had over 150 
people in attendance—a 25% increase over 
last year.  Thank you to everyone who at-
tended, and a special thank you to those who 
brought friends and family with them.   Our 
goal is to increase attendance every year, and 
we thank you for helping us do that.   

 It was a wonderful evening that in-
cluded socializing, dinner, dancing, and enter-
tainment.  Our raffle had over 50 great prizes, 
including golf, massages, an autographed 
baseball, gift cards, gift baskets, and roundtrip 
airline tickets on Southwest.  Our 50/50 raffle 
prize was $530, and we thank Chad Fox, who 
won the prize but immediately donated it back 
to the foundation! 

 Each year, the dinner involves a ton of 
work—and I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank some of the people who made it pos-
sible.  For help with set up, soliciting prizes, 
selling raffle tickets, handing out prizes, and 
lots more, thanks go to our children, Rob, 
Cindy, Adam, Jay, and Lisa...our sisters Mich-
ele, Gerry, and Lori, our brothers-in-law Alex 
and Sean, our nieces and nephew, Angela, 
Jimmy, and Sandy and our friends Cathy, 
Cathy, Joy, and Laura.  Special thanks to Deb-
orah Bertoletti for wrapping and packaging our 
prizes...to TSS Photography for recording the 
event...and to Royalty West for hosting us 

Newsletter 
The Gene Roman Fami ly  Foundat ion Newslet ter  

May 2006           Issue 4  

each year.  Extra special thanks to The King 
Louie Band, who volunteered to provide this 
year’s entertainment and did a fabulous job.   

 We are always receptive to your input 
about our events—if you have any suggestions, 
comments, or ideas...or if you would like to be 
involved planning the next one, please e-mail 
sandie@generoman.org.  We’d really love to 
hear from you! 

  It is especially difficult to find the words to 
thank you so that you realize just how very much 
your support means to us.  To say that we could 
not do it without you seems such a cliché, but it is 
so true.  It is your donations that keep us able to 
help the people we help.  It is important for you to 
know that we are not only paying bills, we are 
touching lives.   

 As you all know, the Foundation was 
Gene’s dream—his final legacy.  I am positive 
that he would be very proud of what we are do-
ing, and incredibly grateful for your continuing 
funding, encouragement, and assistance.  On 
behalf of the entire Gene Roman family, thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.   

 Our first two events celebrated Gene’s 
56th and 57th birthdays—our last two have cele-
brated his memory and his legacy… we hope that 
you will join us next year as we continue our cele-
brations at the Fifth Annual Gala Event.  (Details 
will follow.) 

- Sandie Roman 
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 We appreciate your interest and support, however, 
if you would like to be removed from the mailing list, you 
can send your request to sandie@generoman.org, or write 
to us at 18201 Glen Swilly Circle, Tinley Park, IL 60477.  
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 We continue to get mail that touches our 
hearts...from people we have assisted: 
 “We are truly humbled and amazed.  That 
someone would want to contribute who does not even 
know us is hard to take in.  Please accept our sincere 
thanks for your generosity.” 
 “Sometimes I have trouble putting my feelings 
into words, so I hope you can understand how grate-
ful we are.  Your generosity has rekindled our hope.  
Someday, some way, we hope and pray we can give 
the gift of hope that you have given us.”   
 “..when I applied for short term disability, I was 
denied because my cancer had not been in remission 
for five years….I worried about the money I wouldn’t 
have…but friends like you sent checks that kept food 
on my table and paid for prescriptions I desperately 
needed.  I was overwhelmed by love and kind-
ness…..you don’t know me but you gave like I was 
part of your family….” 
 “I wanted to thank you again for your gener-
ous donation to our family when I was sick.  It’s hard 
to decide what’s worse about an expensive disease – 
being sick or worrying about paying for it.  You really 
helped out at a time of need.”   
 “I can’t find the right words to thank you for 
your wonderful gift….last year before I found out I 
was sick a friend told me about a little man-made lake 
where you can fish, swim, and picnic for $75 a year.  
We joined and I was able to go fishing with my 8 year 
old…I didn’t realize how important that time was to 
him until I went to his open house at school, (by then 
feeling very sick and scared about my future), and he 
told his class about the lake and how special it was.  
It brought tears to my eyes but a hope in my heart to 
fight this illness even if it was just for another summer 
with him at our little lake.  The problem was I didn’t 
think I could afford it this year….your gift has not only 
helped us pay our bills but you have allowed us to be 
able to enjoy this summer together in a more special 
way than words can ever tell.”  
  “Your generous gift was greatly appreciated 
and needed.  My husband has been in and out of the 
hospital, but continues to fight.  Please keep us in 
your prayers...and thank you so much again.” 
 “I am so grateful for your support.  I will thank 
God for you all forever.” 
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�� Check it out!!  You can support The Gene 
Roman Family Foundation just by shopping online 
for brand-name items at over 654 well-known online 
stores.   It doesn’t cost you a thing, and iGive will 
make a donation to the Foundation every time you 
shop at one of these stores.  Plus, for a limited time, 
if you join iGive.com and make a purchase within 45 
days they will donate an extra $5.00 to the Founda-
tion.   
 It's free, private, & easy.  By typing the link 
below, you will automatically choose our Founda-
tion as your cause: 
h t t p : / / w w w . i G i v e . c o m / h t m l / r e f e r . c f m ?
memberid=434201&causeid=34303 
 Be sure to also download the iGive window, 
which will automatically take you through the iGive 
website when you shop at one of their online stores, 
ensuring that a donation is made to the foundation. 
 Just a few of iGive.com's stores:  Coldwater 
Creek, Office Depot, Lands' End, J.C. Penney, 
PETsMART,  Expedia.com, Gap, Barnes & Noble, 
Neiman Marcus, Lane Bryant, Scholastic Store, Ko-
dak Easy Share Gallery,   Best Buy, Dell, Vitamin 
Shoppe, QVC, Drugstore.com, Orvis, Hallmark, Sta-
ples, and more! 
 So won’t you please join now? We’re excited 
that we just received our first quarterly check from 
iGive.  Thank you to our friends who have already 
joined and are supporting us this way!   
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 A young man Gene helped many years ago 
was unable to attend the dinner this year, but re-
sponded with this e-mail:   
 
 “I think about Gene every day.  I do many 
things today because Gene did them. I saw him do 
things that I didn't understand, like be accepting 
about issues when he had every right to ‘put out the 
sword.’  He listened patiently; he was a father and 
teacher at heart to far more people than just his 
family. 

“He was a gentleman around some pretty 
big egos and he responded to people being monu-
mental jerks as though their opinion mattered just 
as much as if they had approached the same thing 
kindly themselves.  I think what comes with that is a 
kind of magic that dawns on people on some level 
and they are inspired to play life bigger AND with 
more generosity.” 
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 Just a reminder—if you know of someone 
with cancer who is struggling financially and you 
think the Foundation might be able to help them, 
please let us know.  Cancer is such an expensive 
disease—even with insurance the deductibles and 
co-payments can often burden the average family.  
 Many of the people we have helped have 
been referred to us by our supporters and we will 
consider all requests.  E-mail us at 
sandie@generoman.org, contact us by phone 
708-532-4454 or regular mail, 18201 Glen Swilly 
Circle, Tinley Park, IL 60477, Attn:  Disbursement 
Committee.   
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We have received donations: 
 In loving memory of Riley Fox , from 
Chad and Stacy Fox 
 In loving memory of Burt Bossi , from 
Michele Roman  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 If you would like to make a gift to The 
Gene Roman Family Foundation in memory of 
someone, or in honor of an occasion, such as a 
wedding, birthday, anniversary, graduation, etc., 
please send your contribution to: 
  
 The Gene Roman Family Foundation 
 18201 Glen Swilly Circle 
 Tinley Park, IL 60477 
 
 Be sure to indicate in whose memory/
honor you are donating, and the occasion if ap-
propriate.  Let us know to whom we should send a 
card, letting them know a gift has been made.  
We’ll take care of the rest—and we’ll put the gift to 
good use.  Thanks! 
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 Since our last newsletter in November, we 
have helped the following people and families.  Each 
of them is fighting their own battle with cancer, and 
each has special circumstances that made it neces-
sary to seek our help. 
 
· a 56-year-old woman with breast cancer 
· an eight-year-old girl with leukemia 
· A 56-year-old woman with colon cancer 
· A young family man with testicular cancer 
· A 16-year-old girl undergoing chemotherapy for 

multiple issues 
· a young single Mom with stage IV ovarian cancer  
· the family of a seven-year old with leukemia 
· a man with lymphoma   
· a  woman with malignant neoplasm   
· a single Mom with pancreatic cancer 
· a recently-diagnosed single Mom with two young 

children 
· a woman with breast cancer   
· a man with stage IV colon cancer and three young 

children 
· a 33-year old Mother of three with breast cancer 
· a man with malignant fibrous histiocytoma 

  
 We also made a contribution to the Jennifer S. 
Fallick Cancer Support Center in Homewood, Illinois, 
to underwrite some of their programs.  They offer an 
amazing array of services to cancer patients and their 
families at no charge and are supported by donations. 
 Finally, we are still providing books to newly 
diagnosed patients upon request. We have copies 
available of 50 Things To Do When the Doctor Says 
It’s Cancer and Peace, Love, and Healing.  We also 
have a few copies of How to Go on Living When 
Someone You Love Dies.  Feel free to contact us if 
you know someone who needs any of these books. 
 Our referrals continue to come from oncolo-
gists, hospital Cancer Centers, local agencies, and 
you, our supporters.  
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We’re still excited about our new website.  Be sure to 
visit www.generoman.org to check it out.  The website 
gives information on who we are, what we do, how 
individuals can donate or ask for assistance, a memo-
rial page dedicated to Gene, and photos from our an-
nual events.  As always, we welcome your sugges-
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     This is the fourth issue of our semi-annual publication, The Gene Roman Family Foundation 
Newsletter.  We hope you find it interesting and informative.  Our goal will be to keep you up-to-date 
on what’s happening with the Foundation—what we’re doing, who we’re helping, and upcoming 
events.  Your comments and suggestions are welcome and encouraged at any time.  
     The Gene Roman Family Foundation is a charitable non-profit corporation founded by Gene 
and Sandie Roman in 2003, shortly after Gene was diagnosed with cancer.   Unfortunately, Gene 
passed away in May 2004, but we are proud to carry on the work that was his dream – assisting peo-
ple who are fighting cancer and experiencing financial hardship.   
 Our goal is to raise money to directly help people without deducting the large salaries and ad-
ministrative expenses that are sometimes involved in larger organizations.  We are proud to say that 
we have been able to help many individuals who may not have had any other source of financial as-
sistance.  We also support organizations that offer services to cancer patients and their families at no 
cost and are supported by donations.    We are staffed entirely by volunteers.  No portion of any dona-
tion is used for salaries, nor was any portion ever used for any of Gene’s expenses or treatments.  
Your gift to The Gene Roman Family Foundation, a 501(3)(c) corporation, is tax deductible and will 
allow us to continue with our goals.    
 Our logo was designed by Kevin Kapala.  The Roman column symbolizes Gene's strong char-
acter and strength in his battle with cancer and represents the support one can find from family and 
friends.   The bright sun symbolizes the hope that is within all of us.  It also reminds us that a life 
threatening illness makes one appreciate everything more; the sun shines brighter; the grass is 
greener, etc.  The rays coming off the sun symbolize the family's outreach to others.  
 We at the Gene Roman Family Foundation are extremely proud of the work that Gene began 
and that we carry on, and we are especially grateful for all of our wonderful family and friends who 
have so generously contributed to our goals.   Thank you. 
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